
In his message for 2022 Pope Francis has emphasised a 
faith leading to action. He particularly highlights the need 
for our world to be in solidarity with those marginalised 

because of forced migration.  Pope Francis’ full message is 
available from the Vatican website at this link; 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/ 
poveri/documents/20220613-messaggio-vi-
giornatamondiale-poveri-2022.html 

Pope Francis in his annual message has emphasised the 
global forced displacement of people: Millions of women, 
children and elderly people are being forced to brave the 
danger of bombs just to find safety by seeking refuge as 
displaced persons in neighbouring countries. How many 
others remain in the war zones, living each day with fear and 
the lack of food, water, medical care and above all human 
affections? 

The action that Pope 
Francis is ultimately 
asking: As members of 
civil society, let us 
continue to uphold the 
values of freedom, 
responsibility, fraternity, 
and solidarity. And as 
Christians, let us always 
make charity, faith and 
hope the basis of our lives 
and our actions. Where 
the poor are concerned, it 
is not talk that matters; 
what matters is rolling up 
our sleeves and putting 
our faith into practice 
through a direct 
involvement, one that 
cannot be delegated.

Sunday 13th November 2022 marks the 
6th Annual World Day of the Poor  
The theme for this day is For your sakes Christ became poor (2 Cor 8:9). 
With these words, the Apostle Paul addresses the first Christians of 
Corinth in order to encourage their efforts to show solidarity with their 
brothers and sisters in need. The World Day of the Poor  
comes this year as a healthy challenge, helping us to reflect  
on our style of life and on the many forms  
of poverty all around us.

Pope Francis reminds readers in his message of the way 
that Jesus lived his life on earth.  The message of Jesus 
shows us the way that Christ’s own poverty sets us free 
and brings us peace. Encountering the poor enables us to 
put an end to many of our anxieties and empty fears, and 
to arrive at what truly matters in life, the treasure that no 
one can steal from us: true and gratuitous love. The poor, 
before being the object of our almsgiving, are people, 
who can help set us free from the snares of anxiety and 
superficiality. 

Pope Francis’ concludes his message with this prayer for 
the World Day of the Poor. May this 2022 World Day of the 
Poor be for us a moment of grace. May it enable us to 
make a personal and communal examination of 
conscience and to ask ourselves whether the poverty of 
Jesus Christ is our faithful companion in life.
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