
BIBLICAL REFLECTION  
Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings 
were put and watched the crowd putting their money 
into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large 
amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very 
small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, 
this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all 
the others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out 
of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live on.” 
(Mark 12:41-44) 

n What is Jesus saying in this story about Value? 

n What is the Gospel Challenge in this  
Scripture passage? 

n What can we do to live out this Challenge? 

VIDEO RESOURCES  
Pope Francis’ call for action is rooted in the 
understanding of what he sees as a Culture of Waste that 
has developed in our Global Society. He invites us all to 
make a serious commitment to respect and protect 
creation, to be attentive to every person, to counter the 
culture of waste and disposable, to promote a culture of 
solidarity and of encounter. 

In very clear terms he explains the consequences of this 
culture on people: Consumerism has caused us the 
acceptance of daily excess and waste of food. 
Remember, however, that the food that is thrown away is 
as if we had stolen it from the table of the poor, from 
those who are hungry! 

To view three short length videos which speaks to the 
experience of the Poor in our local and global society, 
click on www.spiritan.ie.  

QUOTES AND REFLECTIONS FOR USE ON 
WORLD DAY OF THE POOR  

n Blessed are the poor in Spirit; the Kingdom of heaven is 
theirs. (Matthew 5:3) 

n Ar scáth a chéile a mhaireann na daoine.  
(By coming together, people live) – Séanfhocail 

n So, if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 
you also ought to wash one another’s feet. (John 13:14) 

n But it is not God’s will for some to have everything and 
others to have nothing. That cannot be of God. God’s 
will is that all his children be happy. –  
Saint Oscar Romero 

n “Can he who hates justice govern? Will you condemn 
the just and mighty One? Is he not the One who says to 
kings, ‘You are worthless,’ and to nobles, ‘You are 
wicked,’ who shows no partiality to princes and does 
not favour the rich over the poor, for they are all the 
work of his hands?” (Job 34:17-19) 

n [Jesus] stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the 
place where it is written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the 
oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favour. (Luke 4:17-19) 

n Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God 
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to 
be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised 
those who love him? (James 2:5)

World Day of the Poor History 
The World Day of the Poor was instituted by Pope Francis in his Apostolic 
Letter Misericordia et Misera in November 2016 to mark the conclusion of 
the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy. The following passage from the 
Apostolic letter speaks to the vision of the World Day of the Poor: 

During the “Jubilee for Socially Excluded People”, as the Holy Doors of Mercy 
were being closed in all the cathedrals and shrines of the world, I had the idea 
that, as yet another tangible sign of this Extraordinary Holy Year, the entire 
Church might celebrate, on the Thirty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, the World 
Day of the Poor. This would be the worthiest way to prepare for the celebration 
of the Solemnity of our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, who identified 
with the little ones and the poor and who will judge us on our works of mercy 
(cf. Mt 25:31-46). It would be a day to help communities and each of the 
baptized to reflect on how poverty is at the very heart of the Gospel and that, as 
long as Lazarus lies at the door of our homes (cf. Lk 16:19-21), there can be no 
justice or social peace. This Day will also represent a genuine form of new 
evangelization (cf. Mt 11:5) which can renew the face of the Church as She 
perseveres in her perennial activity of pastoral conversion and witness to mercy.


