
Prayers of Intercession  
We pray for the Local and Global Church communities,  
that they may be a voice for those who 
lack even the basic necessities of life,  
tirelessly serving them and calling for change. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We pray for all leaders, that they may work for the good of all 
humanity, particularly the most marginalised throughout  
the world. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 

We pray for our own community, that we may show our love 
through our respect for each other and for our environment, 
gladly sharing what we have with those in need. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 

Prayer – Poverty, Peace and Justice 
O Lord, God of life, 
who cares for all creation, give us your peace. 
May our security not come from arms, but from respect, 
May our force not be of violence, but of love. 
May our wealth not be in money, but in sharing. 
May our path not be of ambition, but of justice. 
May our victory not be from vengeance, but in forgiveness. 
Open and confident, we want to defend the dignity of all 
creation, sharing, today and forever, the bread of  
solidarity and peace. 
In the name of Jesus, your holy son, our brother, 
who, as victim of our violence, even from the heights of the 
cross gave us all forgiveness. Amen. 
(Prayer from an ecumenical conference in Brazil, 2012)

Hope 
Hope means to keep living 
amid desperation 
and to keep humming 
in the darkness. 
Hoping is knowing that there is love, 
it is trust in tomorrow 
it is falling asleep 
and waking again 
when the sun rises. 
In the midst of a gale at sea, 
it is to discover land. 
In the eyes of another 
it is to see that you are understood…. 
As long as there is still hope 
There will also be prayer…. 
And you will be held in God’s hands. 
– Henri Nouwen, With Open Hands,  
(Ave Maria Press, 1995). 

Prayer for Homelessness 
God of compassion, your love for  
humanity was revealed in Jesus,  
whose life began in the poverty of a stable  
and ended in the pain and isolation of the cross:  
we hold before you all who are homeless,  
Isolated and cold.  
Draw near to them and comfort them.  
Bless those who work to provide them with 
shelter, food and friendship.  
May we as your followers also show kindness to 
those most in need.  
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Prayers

Poverty is a denial of choices and opportunities, a violation of human dignity… It means not having 
enough to feed and cloth a family, not having a school or clinic to go to, not having the land on 
which to grow one’s food or a job to earn one’s living, not having access to credit. It 
means insecurity, powerlessness and the exclusion of individuals, households and communities. 
It means susceptibility to violence, and it often implies living in marginal or fragile environments, 
without access to clean water or sanitation. 

UN Statement, June 1998 – signed by the heads of all UN agencies.
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